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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Amendments to the claims were filed on July 6, 2009. Claims 1-12, 14, 1 5, and 24- 
30 have been cancelled. Claims 13 and 16-23 are currently amended. Claims 13 
and 16-23 are now pending in the application. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 13 and 16-23 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

3. Applicant's inadequate traverse to the Examiner's taking of Official Notice in the last 
office action (rejection of Claims 16-21) is taken as an admission of the fact(s) 
noticed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 13-15, 22, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Suzuki (US 5796429) in view of Murakawa (US 6463432) in view of (US 
200501 10878) hereinafter referred to as Dalton. 

a. Claim 13 Suzuki diSClOSeS "An imaging apparatus for recording captured images, comprising: 
connector component that connects an image storage component that stores a plurality of image data, 

to the imaging apparatus in a removable condition [Suzuki Column 3; lines 50-60 items 
10a and 10b]" 

i. Suzuki fails tO diSClOSe" retrieve condition storage component that stores retrieve 
condition data such as a key image or a keyword for use as a retrieve condition when 
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performing image retrieval with respect to the image data stored in the image storage 
component connected to the connector component; retrieval component that retrieves the 
image data that matches or is similar to the retrieve condition data from the image storage 
component connected to the connector component " 

ii. In a similar field of endeavor Murakawa discloses an apparatus for and 
method of retrieving images. Murakawa discloses similar image 

retrieval Unit Which reads On " retrieve condition storage component that stores 
retrieve condition data such as a key image or a keyword for use as a retrieve condition when 
performing image retrieval; retrieval component that retrieves a retrieval result by searching 
for image data that matches or is similar to the retrieve condition data from among the 
plurality of image data stored in the image storage component connected to the connector 

component" [Murakawa Column 5; lines 25-32 and Column 7; lines 15- 
45 and Abstract] 

iii. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify Suzuki by providing 

"retrieve condition storage component that stores retrieve condition data such as a key image 
or a keyword for use as a retrieve condition when performing image retrieval with respect to 
the image data stored in the image storage component connected to the connector component; 
retrieval component that retrieves the image data that matches or is similar to the retrieve 
condition data from the image storage component connected to the connector component" 3S 

disclosed by Murakawa for the purpose of providing automatic 
comparison of the objective image with the key image and to provide 
retrieval of image data based on the comparison. [Murakawa Column 
2; lines 32-67] 
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iv. The combined teachings of Suzuki and Murakawa do not specifically 

disclose "and internal storage component that stores the retrieval result retrieved by the 
retrieval component, wherein even in a case where the image storage component is detached 
from the connector component and is replaced with another image storage component, the 
retrieval component further retrieves a retrieval result from among a plurality of image data 
stored in said another image storage component using the common retrieve condition data 
which has been used with respect to the image storage component and wherein the internal 
storage component accumulatively stores the retrieval results retrieved by the retrieval 
component until there in an explicit instruction." 

v. In a similar field of endeavor, Dalton discloses methods for managing 
images captured by the digital camera. [Dalton 1J0023] discloses the 
accumulation of images retrieved on a condition (tagged as "favorite") 
after the external storage device is no longer available. Dalton 

discloses "an internal storage component (item 1 08) that stores the retrieval result 
retrieved by the retrieval component, wherein even in a case where the image storage 
component is detached from the connector component and is replaced with another image 
storage component (^|0027), the retrieval component further retrieves a retrieval result from 
among a plurality of image data stored in said another image storage component using the 
common retrieve condition data (designated as favorite) which has been used with 
respect to the image storage component and wherein the internal storage component 
accumulatively stores the retrieval results retrieved by the retrieval component until there in 
an explicit instruction" 

vi. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify Suzuki and Murakawa by 
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prON/id ing "and internal storage component that stores the retrieval result retrieved by the 
retrieval component, wherein even in a case where the image storage component is detached 
from the connector component and is replaced with another image storage component, the 
retrieval component further retrieves a retrieval result from among a plurality of image data 
stored in said another image storage component using the common retrieve condition data 
which has been used with respect to the image storage component and wherein the internal 
storage component accumulatively stores the retrieval results retrieved by the retrieval 
component until there in an explicit instruction" 3S disclosed by Dalton for the 

purpose of accessing specified images even in the cases where the 
memory cards previously used to store the corresponding specified 
images are not available. [Dalton 1f0023] 

b. Claim 22 is of the same scope of Claim 1 3; therefore Claim 22 is rejected 
similarly as applied in the rejection of Claim 13. 

c. Claim 23 is of the same scope of Claim 1 3; therefore Claim 23 is rejected 
similarly as applied in the rejection of Claim 13. 



5. Claims 16-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Suzuki in view of Murakawa in view of Dalton as applied to claim 13 above, and 
further in view of Official Notice. 

d. Claim 16 Suzuki, Murakawa, and Dalton disclose the claimed invention 

except for Specifically diSClOSing " non-volatile storage component for saving the retrieve 
condition data when there is an instruction to deactivate the power from the power deactivation switch; 
and read/write control component that, when the power to the imaging apparatus is reactivated, reads 
the retrieve condition data from the non-volatile storage component to write the retrieve condition data 
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in the retrieve condition storage component"; However it Official Notice is hereby taken 
that it would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time the 

invention was made to provide non-volatile storage component for saving the retrieve 
condition data when there is an instruction to deactivate the power from the power deactivation switch; 
and read/write control component that, when the power to the imaging apparatus is reactivated, reads 
the retrieve condition data from the non- volatile storage component to write the retrieve condition data 

in the retrieve condition storage component", since non-volatile storage devices were 
known to maintain an indicator of the status of data transfer for situations 
when the device that the non-volatile storage device is connected is powered 
off. 

e. Claim 17 Suzuki, Murakawa, and Dalton disclose the claimed invention 

except for Specifically diSClOSing "selection component that selects whether or not to store 
the retrieve condition data on the non-volatile storage component when the image retrieval processing 
ends; and write control component that writes the retrieve condition data on the non-volatile storage 
component when a selection is made to store the retrieve condition data on the non-volatile storage 

component"; However it Official Notice is hereby taken that it would have been 
obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 

provide "selection component that selects whether or not to store the retrieve condition data on the 
non-volatile storage component when the image retrieval processing ends; and write control 
component that writes the retrieve condition data on the non-volatile storage component when a 
selection is made to store the retrieve condition data on the non-volatile storage component", Since, 

as mentioned above in the rejection of Claim 16, the status of data transfer 
were well known to non-volatile storage devices, to make that feature 
selectable, requires only routine skill in the art. 
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f. Claim 18 Suzuki, Murakawa, and Dalton disclose the claimed invention 

except for Specifically diSClOSing "flag control component that sets a flag showing that 
retrieval is in progress at the start of image retrieval processing by the retrieval component and resets 
the flag at the end of the image retrieval processing; flag determination component that determines 
whether the flag is set when the power of the imaging apparatus is activated; first message display 
component that, when the flag had been set, displays a message to inquire whether or not to continue 
the image retrieval processing; first input component that inputs an instruction as to whether or not to 
continue the image retrieval processing; and first continuation instruction component that, when an 
instruction to continue the image retrieval processing was input, instructs the retrieval component to 

continue the image retrieval processing"; However it Official Notice is hereby taken that 
it would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time the 

invention Was made tO provide "flag control component that sets a flag showing that retrieval 
is in progress at the start of image retrieval processing by the retrieval component and resets the flag at 
the end of the image retrieval processing; flag determination component that determines whether the 
flag is set when the power of the imaging apparatus is activated; first message display component that, 
when the flag had been set, displays a message to inquire whether or not to continue the image 
retrieval processing; first input component that inputs an instruction as to whether or not to continue 
the image retrieval processing; and first continuation instruction component that, when an instruction 
to continue the image retrieval processing was input, instructs the retrieval component to continue the 

image retrieval processing", since it is way of notifying the user of the status, as 
mentioned above in the rejection of Claim 16. 

g. Claim 19 Suzuki, Murakawa, and Dalton disclose the claimed invention 

except for Specifically diSClOSing "second message display component that, when an 
instruction is given to execute the image retrieval processing, displays a message to inquire whether or 
not to change the retrieve condition data; second input component that inputs an instruction to change 
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the retrieve condition data; and change component that changes the retrieve condition data when an 
instruction is input to change the retrieve condition data"; However it Official Notice is 

hereby taken that it would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at 

the time the invention Was made tO provide "second message display component that, 
when an instruction is given to execute the image retrieval processing, displays a message to inquire 
whether or not to change the retrieve condition data; second input component that inputs an instruction 
to change the retrieve condition data; and change component that changes the retrieve condition data 
when an instruction is input to change the retrieve condition data", Since it is Way Of notifying 

the user of the status, as mentioned above in the rejection of Claim 16. 
h. Claim 20 Suzuki, Murakawa, and Dalton disclose the claimed invention 

except for Specifically diSClOSing "third message display component that, when the image 
retrieval processing ends for an arbitrary image storage component, displays a message to inquire 
whether or not to replace the image storage component with a different image storage component and 
continue the image retrieval processing; third input component that inputs an instruction as to whether 
or not to continue the image retrieval processing; and second continuation instruction component that, 
when an instruction to continue the image retrieval processing is input and the different image storage 
component is connected to the connector component, instructs the retrieval component to continue the 

image retrieval processing"; However it Official Notice is hereby taken that it would 
have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 

made tO provide "third message display component that, when the image retrieval processing 
ends for an arbitrary image storage component, displays a message to inquire whether or not to replace 
the image storage component with a different image storage component and continue the image 
retrieval processing; third input component that inputs an instruction as to whether or not to continue 
the image retrieval processing; and second continuation instruction component that, when an 
instruction to continue the image retrieval processing is input and the different image storage 
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component is connected to the connector component, instructs the retrieval component to continue the 

image retrieval processing", since it is way of notifying the user of the status, as 
mentioned above in the rejection of Claim 16. 
i. Claim 21 Suzuki, Murakawa, and Dalton disclose the claimed invention 

except for Specifically diSClOSing "writing component that, when the image retrieval 
processing based on the retrieve condition data ends, writes completion information indicating the 
completion of the image retrieval processing based on the retrieve condition data onto the image 
storage component that is connected to the connector component; detection component that detects that 
the image storage component on which the completion information is stored was connected to the 
connector component; and fourth message display component that, when the connection is detected by 
the detection component, displays a message indicating that the image retrieval processing for the 

retrieve condition data has been completed"; However it Official Notice is hereby taken 
that it would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time the 

invention was made to provide "writing component that, when the image retrieval processing 
based on the retrieve condition data ends, writes completion information indicating the completion of 
the image retrieval processing based on the retrieve condition data onto the image storage component 
that is connected to the connector component; detection component that detects that the image storage 
component on which the completion information is stored was connected to the connector component; 
and fourth message display component that, when the connection is detected by the detection 
component, displays a message indicating that the image retrieval processing for the retrieve condition 

data has been completed", since it is way of notifying the user of the status, as 
mentioned above in the rejection of Claim 16. 

Conclusion 
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Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TEMITOPE ADEYIGA whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3578. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lin Ye can be reached on (571)272-7372. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Lin Ye/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



IT. A./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



